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WMD* and the Genesis of 

Health Occupations 
*Weber, Marx, and Durkheim 

• How and when do new healthcare related occupations 

originate?  

• How is the initiation of new occupations linked to broader 

societal, cultural, institutional and economic changes? 

• What is the relationship between the structural features of a new 

occupation and aspects like occupational identification, 

collective self-consciousness, and values and ethics? 

This presentation draws on classic concepts and perspectives to 

explore how fundamental questions about health occupations might 

yield 21st century answers.   


