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Methods
These figures show the age-adjusted mortality rate for eight health conditions from 2015 to 2019 in the 
U.S. Delta Region states. The eight states in this region are Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee. We analyzed data for the following conditions: bladder cancer, 
breast cancer, colorectal cancer, kidney cancer, lung cancer, skin cancer, prostate cancer, and major 
cardiovascular disease. The figures are stratified by race/ethnicity and rurality. We used the following 
race/ethnicity categories: Black or African American, White, Asian or Pacific Islander, American Indian or 
Alaska Native, Hispanic or Latino, and Not Hispanic or Latino. Metro included areas classified as Large 
Central Metro, Large Fringe Metro, Medium Metro, or Small Metro. Non-metro included areas classified as 
Metropolitan or Non-Core. Searches were conducted by stratifying each condition by state and race or 
ethnicity. Race (Black, White, Asian/PI, and AI/AN) and ethnicity (Hispanic and Not Hispanic) were 
searched separately. Data representing fewer than ten people are suppressed. Data representing fewer 
than 20 people are marked as unreliable and thus not presented here. All data were retrieved from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) WONDER database. 

Data Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics. Underlying 
Cause of Death 1999-2019 on CDC WONDER Online Database, released in 2020. Data are from the 
Multiple Cause of Death Files, 1999-2019, as compiled from data provided by the 57 vital statistics 
jurisdictions through the Vital Statistics Cooperative Program. Accessed at http://wonder.cdc.gov/ucd-
icd10.html on May 28, 2021, 11:04:58 AM.

Suggested Citation: John R, Holmes M. Age-Adjusted Mortality by Race & Ethnicity and Metro Status in 
the U.S. Delta Region. NC Rural Health Research Program, UNC Sheps Center, June 2021. 
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Data Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics.
Underlying Cause of Death. See Methods section for full citation.
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Alaska Native

Asian or Pacific
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African-American
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Not Hispanic or
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Note:  Some categories are missing/suppressed due to small sample sizes (n<20).
Data Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics.
Underlying Cause of Death. See Methods section for full citation.
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